
Western School Corporation 

Russiaville, IN 46979 

September 16, 2008 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Western School Board of Trustees held on Tuesday, September 

16, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Harry Kenworthy, Mike Koloszar, Don Wells, Jon Marley, and J. Conrad Maugans 

Members Absent: Jeff Davidson, and Linda Singer 

Others Present: Pat Grzesiak, Pam Carter, Abby Rodgers, Dick Taylor, Taffy Cooke, Randy McCracken, 

Peter O’Rourke, Patty Young, Rick Davis, Ann Taylor, Kelly Tuberty, Steve Arthur, and Billy Ratliff. 

Mr. Wells opened the meeting with prayer and Mr. Maugans led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item #1 – Opening of the Meeting 

Mr. Maugans called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Item #2 – Approval of Agenda 

Dr. O’Rourke indicated that he would like to amend the agenda by adding additional items under 

Personnel and the Superintendent’s Report.  Jon Marley made a motion to approve the agenda as 

amended.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #3 – Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Koloszar made a motion to approve the minutes of the 2009 Budget Hearing and the minutes of the 

September 2, 2008 regular meeting.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #4 – Opportunity for Public Comment 

There were no comments from the public. 

Item #5 – Reports 

a. Director of Finance: Mrs. Carter gave the following report: 



 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and claim docket.  Mr. Marley seconded 

and the motion passed 5-0. 



b. Director of Transportation: In addition to the information contained in her written report, 

Mrs. Cooke commented on a traffic congestion issue at the Primary/Intermediate “drop off” 

location and efforts to rectify the situation. 

c. Director of Maintenance: Mr. Grzesiak reviewed the contents of his written report to the 

Board. 

d. Director of Technology: Mr. Taylor informed the Board that the corporation was 

implementing new computer password guidelines as recommended by recent Board policy. 

e. Assistant Superintendent: In addition to the information contained in his written report, Mr. 

McCracken briefed the Board on the status of the Curriculum Mapping project. 

f. Superintendent: Dr. O’Rourke provided information on free lunches/textbooks percentages; 

a memorandum from Jeffrey Zaring on transfer tuition charges; and a draft of the talking 

point paper to be used at the September 29-30, 2008 ISBA Fall Conference. 

Item #6 – Approval of 2009 Budget; Additional Appropriations 

a. Mr. Marley made a motion that the Board adopt the 2009 budget as indicated on form 4 and 

form 5.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0.  Copies of form 4 and form 5 are 



included as a permanent part of these minutes. 

 



 



 

a. Mr. Koloszar made a motion that the Board approve the following additional appropriations: 



i. General Fund: Account 22130  $22,536.00 

ii. Debt Service Fund: Account 53100 $2, 847.00 

Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #7 – Panther Pride 

a. Mr. Davis provided a summary of Western High Schools much improved performance on the 

2008 SAT. 

b. Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Tuberty gave a presentation on DIBELS, a new assessment instrument being 

used at the Primary School. 

Item #8 – Enrollment Information 

Dr. O’Rourke provided preliminary SY 08-09 enrollment figures based on the September 12, 2008 ADM 

count. 

Item #9 – VISION Benefit 

Mr. Marley made a motion to approve the VISION plan offered by United Health Care for all full time 

employees.   A copy of the plan is included as a permanent part of these minutes: 



 

Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 



Item #10 Off Road Loading 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the off road school bus loading locations submitted by Mrs. 

Cooke.  A copy of this request is included as a permanent part of these minutes: 



 

Mr. Marley seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 



Item #11 – Western Choir Performance Attire 

Mr. Marley moved to approve the choir performance attire recommendation submitted by Janel Baker.  

A copy of this memorandum is included as a permanent part of these minutes: 



 

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 



Item #12 – Common Wage Committee 

Mr. Wells made a motion to appoint Jon Marley and Randy McCracken to the Common Wage 

Committee.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #13 Personnel 

Mr. Marley made a motion to approve the following personnel items: 

a. Recommendation for employment: 

i. Bev Austin, homebound instructor 

ii. Glen Edwards, Primary primetime aide 

iii. Jennifer Taylor, Primary primetime aide 

iv. Lisa Hopkins, Intermediate title aide 

v. Laura Brown, Middle School Language Arts Teacher 

vi. Laura Shahan, Intermediate primetime aide 

vii. Laura Spier, Increase hours to 7.5 per day 

viii. Jennifer Fisher, Primary primetime aide 

ix. Tucker Lewis, Middle School Special Education Aide 

x. Susan Workman, Intermediate temporary fourth grade teacher 

xi. Janice Kelsey, Intermediate primetime aide 

xii. Heidi Pearcy, Intermediate student council 

xiii. Xue Qiong Wei, Intermediate AMTAG Chinese 

xiv. Brandon Shawhan, 7th grade boys basketball assistant 

xv. Nate Schmidt, 8th grade volleyball and girls basketball head coach 

xvi. Dwight Singer, 9th grade boys basketball, volunteer assistant 

xvii. Adam Foust, 8th grade boys basketball, head coach 

xviii. Kevin Ricks, 8th grade boys basketball, assistant 

xix. Brandon Shawhan, 7th grade boys basketball, assistant 

xx. Scott Gaskins, 6th grade boys basketball, head coach 

xxi. Jade Miller, 6th grade boys basketball, assistant 

xxii. Jeff Beeler, 5th grade boys basketball, head coach 

xxiii. Ray Shepherd, wrestling, volunteer assistant 

xxiv. Gerrid Tishner, wrestling, volunteer assistant 

xxv. Dave Shepherd, wrestling, volunteer assistant 

xxvi. Dan Hinkle, Middle School Wrestling, head coach 

xxvii. Brain Maddox, Middle School Wrestling, assistant 

xxviii. Bret Shepherd, Middle School Wrestling, volunteer assistant 

xxix. Steve Fritchman, Middle School Wrestling, volunteer assistant 

xxx. Gail Stephens, 12 month custodial position 

b. Medical Leave: 

i. Carrie Worland 

c. Maternity Leave: 



i. Betsy Hart 

d. Resignations: 

i. Thelma Bryan 

ii. Jennifer Eltringham 

iii. Lucille Anderson 

e. Terminations: 

i. Cole Davis 

Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #14 – Field Trips 

Mr. Marley made a motion to approve the request from Western FFA to attend the 2008 National FFA 

Convention in Indianapolis.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #15 - Panther Tech 

Mr. Koloszar made a motion to accept a grant from the Chrysler Foundation in support of the Western 

High School 2009 FIRST Robotics Program.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #16 – United Way Results 

Dr. O’Rourke summarized the success of the 2009 United Way effort at Western School Corporation and 

presented a list of the motivational prize winners. 

Item #17- Professional Improvement Requests 

Mr. Wells moved and Mr. Marley seconded a motion that the Board approve all of the attached 

professional improvement requests: 

Professional Improvement Requests September 16, 2008 

Barbara Barrett – Sensory Processing Disorder in Children and 

Adolescents- Lafayette, IN- September 4, 2008 

Kelly Wells – Learning Disabilities Association of Indiana conference-

Ritz Charles in Carmel- November 7, 2008 

Jennifer Bray – Learning Disabilities Association of Indiana conference- 

Ritz Charles in Carmel- November 7, 2008 



Sherry Yazel – IU Counselor Workshops- Lafayette, IN- September 8, 

2008 

Fran Walker – Herff Jones 2008 Fall Yearbook Workshop- IUPUI- 

September 26, 2008 

Amy Sutton- New Agricultural Teacher Academy-Indianapolis- 

September 26&27, 2008 

Christy Unger- Curriculum Mapping Team Meetings – WSC- September 

11, October 15, November 13, December 11, 2008.  January 8, February 

25, March 12, April 22, and May 20, 2009 

Melissa DeWeese- Curriculum Mapping Team Meetings- WSC- 

September 11, October 15, November 13, December 11, 2008.  January 

8, February 25, March 12, April 22, and May 20, 2009 

Karen Malone – Curriculum Mapping Team Meetings- WSC- September 

11, October 15, November 13, December 11, 2008.  January 8, February 

25, March 12, April 22, and May 20, 2009 

Heather Yentes – Improving ISTEP+ Scores – Lafayette, IN- October 17, 

2008 

Brooke Gibson- Improving ISTEP+ Scores- Lafayette, IN- October 17, 

2008 

Kay Lazar- Improving ISTEP+ Scores- Lafayette, IN- October 17, 2008 

Rhondalynn Rushing – Publisher 2007 Basic- Kokomo-September 26, 

2008 

Dick Taylor- STI Users Group Meeting- W. Lafayette, IN- October 6, 

2008 



Dick Taylor- Regional Technology Contract Meeting-W. Lafayette, IN-

October 8, 2008 

Dick Taylor-HECC Annual Conference-Indianapolis-November 13&14, 

2008 

Chris Taylor-HECC Annual Conference-Indianapolis-November 13&14, 

2008 

Lynn Guinn-2008 Indiana Health Summit-IU Bloomington-October 15, 

2008 

Darcy Bennett-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Randy Messner-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Donna Gossman-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Melissa DeWeese-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Elizabeth Hall-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Margaret Talbert-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Cindy Eveland-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Cliff Snyder-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-November 

14, 2008 



Kent Croxford-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

November 14, 2008 

Julie Quinn-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Carrie Worland-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

October 17, 2008 

Jean Walls-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Christy Unger-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Liz Douglass-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Karen Swan-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Kelley Engle-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Dave Merica-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Heidi Pearcy-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-October 

17, 2008 

Barb Barrett-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Kylie Young-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 



Melissa Burkhalter-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Athena Radford-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Karen Malone-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Janelle Quinn-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Nancy Hole-Training for Reading Go Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Betsy Hart-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-September 

30, 2008 

Cathie Davis-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Gail Bouslog-Training for Reading GO Charts-WSC Boardroom-

September 30, 2008 

Anne Loveless-Mentor Teacher Update Class-W. Lafayette, IN-

September 24, 2008 

Item # 18 – Board Member Roundtable 

1. Attendance at the NSBA Annual Conference in San Diego, California, April 4-7, 2009 was 

discussed. 

2. Attendance at a dinner/tour event sponsored by CSO on Sunday, September 28, 2008 was 

discussed. 

3. Mr. Kenworthy inquired about the status of the Strategic Plan.  Dr. O’Rourke indicated that the 

next meeting of this committee is Monday, September 22, 2008. 

Item #19- Signing of Documents 



The proper documents were signed. 

Item #20 – Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


