
Western School Corporation 

Russiaville, IN 46979 

August 16, 2011 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Western Board of School Trustees held on Tuesday, August 16, 

2011 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Linda Singer, Don Wells, J. Conrad Maugans, Mike Koloszar, Jon Marley (arrived 6:05 

p.m.), and Harry Kenworthy 

Members Absent: Jeff Davidson 

Others Present: Taffy Cooke, Abby Rodgers, Suzie Reagle, Ralph Carpenter, Randy McCracken, Dick 

Taylor, Pam Carter, Cheryl Harshman, Jenny Bray, Steve Arthur, Rick Davis, Heather Hendrich, Julie 

Pownall, Emily Klinger, Matt Hines, Allyson and Brian Gordon, and Suzi Morgan 

Mr. Koloszar opened the meeting with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item #1 – Opening of the Meeting 

Mrs. Singer called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

Item #2 – Approval of the Agenda 

Mr. McCracken indicated that he had some additional personnel items and an update to the support 

staff packet.  Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the agenda as amended by Mr. McCracken.  Mr. 

Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #3 – Approval of the Minutes 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2011 regular meeting and the 

minutes of the August 8, 2011 special meeting.  Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Mr. Marley arrives at 6:05 p.m. 

Item #4 – Opportunity for Public Comment 

There were no comments from the public. 

Item #5 – Reports 

1. Director of Finance:  Mrs. Carter submitted the following report: 



 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and claim docket.  Mr. Koloszar seconded 

the motion which passed 6-0. 

2. Director of Transportation: Mrs. Cooke submitted the following report: 



 



Mrs. Cooke also added that stuff the bus was a success again this year. 

3. Director of Maintenance:  Mr. Carpenter submitted the following report: 



 

4. Director of Technology:  Mr. Taylor submitted the following report: 

Technology Director Report 

August 11, 2011 

 



 

Skyward 

Training for teachers began in earnest last week as 3 different 6 hour training sessions were conducted 

to train a core group of teachers.  Those that were trained last week are conducting peer training 

sessions based upon grade level/subject area groups.  Although some are struggling with change, we are 

hearing many positive comments about the Skyward program. 

 

We have also had training for Discipline and State Reporting and we have Skyward configured to allow 

teachers to submit discipline referrals through the Skyward program.  Our initial state reports from 

Skyward will begin with the start of school as we submit STN and Real Time reports right away. 

 

We are still working on some data-cleanup before we provide parents/guardians with usernames and 

passwords to the Family Access portal. 

 

Adds/Moves & Changes 

 

It has been a very busy summer keeping up with employee changes/relocations, the additional 

challenges with the KASEC offices moving to Western, and the new alternative program.  It is likely there 

will be a few areas that will not be totally complete until after the start of the school year. 

 

Start of School 

We are in the process of finishing up our summer projects for the start of the school year.   

 We have 3 new projector installs nearing completion. 
 Both elementary Lead Teachers have 4 iPads that they will be using in their classrooms. 
 Bill has been working on installing and configuring wireless access points to expand our wireless 

coverage to our priority areas. 
 We have the cabling and network infrastructure in place for 19 new cameras that are scheduled for 

installation this week. 
 We are trying to finalize the links and resources on our new web site and we anticipate it will be 

“live” before the first day of school. 
 The tech staff  has been very busy plugging in workstations and performing updates and making sure 

projector connections are working. 



 I have been/will be doing several data exports into software applications in preparation for the start 
of the school year including: 
 mClass for the DIBELS program for grades K-5 
 Accelerated Reader 
 Study Island 
 Type To Learn 
 Online textbook resources 
 1st grade Students and teachers for the Discovery Education Techbook curriculum 

 

Mr. Taylor also showed the Board Western’s new and improved website. 

 

5. Director of Special Education: Mrs. Reagle submitted the following report: 

1. Life Skills classrooms 
a. Construction completed 
b. Teachers readying rooms 
c. Equipment Grant to be completed 
d. Furniture to be ordered 
e. Walk-through and Open House dates set 
f. Paraprofessional vacancies  
g. Job Coach vacancy 
h. Speech Therapist recommendation(agenda item) 

 

2. Move in students on temporary placement 
a. Primary 1 student 
b. Intermediate 3 students 
c. Middle School 2 students 
d. High School 5 students 
 

3. Monthly Special Education staff meetings  
Secondary  1:30-2:15    Elementary  2:30-3:15 

a. Wednesday, September 28 
b. Wednesday, October 26 
c. Wednesday, December 7 
d. Wednesday, January 25 
e. Wednesday, March 28 
f. Wednesday, April 25 
g. Wednesday, May 30 

 
6.     Superintendent:  Mr. McCracken submitted the following report: 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
Mr. McCracken introduced Jenny Bray, who spoke about the new Pre WEST program at Western Middle 
School.  He also shared enrollment numbers and thanked the staff for all of their hard work getting 
ready for the new school year. 



Item #6 – Permission to Advertise 
Mr. Maugans made a motion to give Mrs. Carter permission to advertise the budget form 3 and bus 
replacement.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #7 – Mileage Rate Increase 
Mr. Marley made a motion to approve the mileage rate increase to .55.5 which will be in effect until 
December 31, 2011.  Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #8 – Annual Financial Report 
Mrs. Carter provided the Board with the Annual Financial Report. 
 
Item #9 – Support Staff Packet 
Mr. Koloszar made a motion to approve the 2011-12 support staff packet.  Mr. Maugans seconded the 
motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #10 – Head Start Contract 
Mr. McCracken requested that the Board table the Head Start Contract to the September 20, 2011 
regular meeting.   
 
Item #11 – KASEC 
Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Kokomo Area Special Education Cooperative Separation 
Agreement.  Mrs. Singer seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #12 – Life Skills Fees 
Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the life skills fees, which will be fifty dollars.  Mr. Wells 
seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #13 – School Improvement Plans 
Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the school improvement plans for Western Primary School, 
Western Intermediate School, Western Middle School, and Western High School as presented by each 
building principal.  Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #14 – Textbook Corrections 
Mr. Marley made a motion to approve the following textbook corrections: 

1. Anatomy and Physiology 
2. Biology and Chemistry 

Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #15 – Food Service Vendors 
Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the following vendors as recommended by Emily Klingler, Food 
Service Director: 
 Bread: Aunt Millie’s Bakery 
 Dairy:  Prairie Farms Dairy and Schenkel’s All Star Dairy 
 Food and Non Food Supplies:  Fox River Foods and Stanz Foodservice 
Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #16 – Personnel 
Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the following personnel items: 



1. Resignations: 
a. Melissa Rensberger – WMS Receptionist 
b. Kathie Layden – WHS Varsity Girls Basketball 
c. Andrea Williams – Café English Instructional Assistant 
d. Marc Vester – Wit and Whims Sponsor 
e. Josh Larsh – Junior Varsity Baseball Coach 
f. Ryan Gilbert – WHS Study Hall Monitor 

2. Recommendations: 
a. Allyson Gordon – WHS Cheerleading  
b. April Fox – WPS Primetime Aide 
c. Kathy Grant – Bus Driver 
d. Emily Ruth – Speech Language Pathologist 
e. KASEC Paraprofessionals 

i. George Emry 
ii. Beth Hurlock 

iii. Stefanie Kebrdle 
iv. Jordana Turner 
v. Kimberly Priest 

vi. Latisha Pulsipher 
vii. William Witherow 

viii. Tamara Appleton 
ix. Jerilyn George 
x. Betty Hoskins 

xi. Carmon Long 
f. Fall Coaches and Staff 

i. Football:   
1. Jon Anderson – Volunteer 
2. Spencer Coy – Volunteer 
3. Darrell Sears – Volunteer 

ii. Boys Soccer: 
1. Kent Eaton – Volunteer 

iii. Girls Soccer: 
1. TJ Mula – Volunteer 
2. Larry Houk – Volunteer 

iv. Cross Country: 
1. Jordan Ousley – Volunteer 
2. Lyle Miller – Volunteer 

v. Athletic Trainer: 
1. Morgan Goode 

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #17 – Seasonal Athletic Supervisors 
Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the use of paid seasonal athletic supervisors as recommended 
by Mr. Davis, WHS Principal.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #18 – Athletic Trainer Contract 
Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the contract of Morgan Goode as athletic trainer for SY 2011-
12.  Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 



Item #19 – Senior Day Trip 
Mr. Marley made a motion to approve the Senior Day Trip that will be in Chicago on an undetermined 
Saturday in October.  Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #20 – Acceptance of Transfer Students 
Mr. Koloszar made a motion to approve the following transfer students: 
 
Andrea Conner – WPS  
Avery Hill – WMS 
Kendall Hill – WMS 
Hattie Harlow – WPS 
Anthony Black – WHS 
Joshua Collins – WHS 
Brad Hemmeger –WHS 
Miles Lovvorn – WPS 
Bethany Loveless – WPS 
Tyler Flores – WPS 
Paiten Bell – WPS 
Elijah Woodring – WMS 
Faith Agepogu – WIS 
Matthew Riley – WHS 
Bethany Kuntz - WHS  
 
Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 
Item #21 – Professional Improvement Requests 
Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the following professional improvement requests: 
 

Professional Improvement Requests 

August 2011 

 

Randy McCracken – ISBA E-Verify Seminar – Beech Grove HS – August 26, 2011 

Pam Carter – ISBA E-Verify Seminar – Beech Grove HS – August 26, 2011 

Cheryl Harshman – ICASE Fall Conference – Indianapolis – September 28-30, 2011 

Suzie Reagle – ICASE Fall Conference – Indianapolis – September 29, 2011 

Matt Hines – Leadership Summit – Indianapolis – August 11, 2011 

 

 

 Mr. Marley seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 



Item #22 – ISBA Fall Conference 
Arrangements were discussed for the conference. 
 
Item #23 – Board Member Roundtable 
Mr. Wells thanked the staff and administration for all of their hard work. 
Mr. Kenworthy shared that he enjoyed orientation day, and also said that IUK using our gyms for their 
new basketball team was going to be a good thing. 
Mr. Koloszar also thanked the staff for their hard work in getting the schools ready, he also stated that 
he thought the Senior Day Trip was a positive thing. 
Mr. Maugans shared an article that he had recently read. 
Mrs. Singer informed the Board that she had received a letter stating that they were once again named 
an exemplary Board. 
 
Item #24 – Signing of Documents 
The proper documents were signed. 
 
Item #25 – Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
  

 
 

 


