
Western School Corporation 

Russiaville, IN 46979 

May 17, 2016 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Western Board of School Trustees held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present:  Donna Shepherd, J. Conrad Maugans, Harry Kenworthy, Mike Koloszar, and Don 

Wells 

Members Absent:  Linda Singer and Scott Gaskins 

Others Present:  Randy McCracken, Abby Rodgers, Heather Hendrich, Pam Carter, Lissa Stranahan, Craig 

Shearer, Steve Arthur, Pat Quillen, Rick Davis, Cindy Long and Tracy Horrell 

Mrs. Shepherd led prayer and Mr. Maugans led the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the official start of the 

meeting. 

Item #1 – Opening of the Meeting 

Mr. Maugans called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Item #2 –Approval of the Agenda 

Mr. McCracken indicated that he had additions to agenda item #9, textbook adoption and item #18, 

personnel, as well as a change to agenda item #8, transfer capacity.  Mr. Koloszar made a motion to 

approve the agenda as amended by Mr. McCracken.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 

5-0. 

Item #3 – Approval of the Minutes 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2016 regular meeting.  Mr. Wells 

seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #4 – Opportunity for Public Comment 

There were no comments from the public. 

Item #5 –Panther Pride 

Mr. McCracken shared the following: 

1. Thank you to Cindy Lester and WHS for their donation of $1,068.14 to the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society. 



2. Congratulations to Jessica Buckalew, WMS and James Gentry, WHS for receiving Turnaround 

Achievement Awards. 

3. WMS student Kinsey Smith, won 1st place in the MLK Jr. Essay Contest 

4. WPS and teacher Mrs. Harlow were recognized by the IDOE for their Family Fitness Night 

Program 

5. WHS Choir received the ISSMA All Music Award 

Item #6 – Reports 

1. Director of Finance:  Mrs. Carter submitted the following report: 

 



Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and claim docket.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded 

the motion which passed 5-0. 

2. Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Hendrich submitted the following report: 

 

 

 



3. Director of Technology:  Mr. Shearer submitted the following report: 

1. ISBA/IAPSS Cyber threat security seminar.   

 Some of the topics: 

  How to deal with a cyber-threat posted to social media 

  How to communicate to parents/ community if there is/was a threat 

  Educating students correct ways to converse online 

  Resources students are using to communicate daily 

  Bypassing school filters and hiding on the internet 

  No way to “block” everything students can get to best thing to do is educate them  

“How” to use the technology correctly. It is a part of their everyday life like  

math and english  it needs to be part of their education. 

2. Adding additional network access points for the Primary and Intermediate to help with lower 

signal areas 

3. We are continuing to discuss the purchase of ebackpack, a Learning Management System that 

will allow for a continuous learning platform K-12 which will enhance teacher productivity and also 

elearning capabilities. 

4. ISTEP testing is complete gr 3-10. 

ECA in HS continuing  

 

4. Director of Exceptional Learners and Testing:  Mrs. Stranahan submitted the following report: 



 

 

5. Superintendent:  Mr. McCracken submitted the following report: 



 



 



 



 

 



Item #7 – Additional Appropriation Resolution 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the additional appropriation resolution as presented by Mrs. 

Carter.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #8 – Transfer Capacity 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the transfer student capacity as recommended by Mr. 

McCracken.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #9 – Textbook Adoption 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the recommended math textbooks for WPS and WHS.  WIS 

and WMS were presented for the 30 day review.  Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 4-

1. 

Item #10 –New HS Course 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the new high school course, Intermediate Choir, as requested 

by Mr. Davis.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #11 – Request to Enter Into Contracts 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the request from Mrs. Stranahan to enter into contract with Bona 

Vista.  Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #12 – HoCo Health Department 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve an agreement to work with the Howard County Health 

Department for the ISDH grant application.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #13 – 2016-17 Handbooks 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the following handbooks: 

1. Maintenance/Custodian Handbook 

2. Special Purpose Vehicle Handbook 

3. Transportation Handbook 

Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #14 – Overnight Camps 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the overnight camps for Girls Cross Country, Football, 

Volleyball, Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #15 – Acceptance of Donations 



Mr. Wells made a motion to accept the following donations: 

1. Hanel Storage Systems – Plastic Storage Totes, $665.00 value 

2. Leon and Julia Orem - $1,000 cash scholarship 

3. Anonymous - $100.00 cash donation for W-Club 

Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #16 – Surplus Property 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the following items as surplus: 

1. Three 20 feet pieces of angle iron 

2. Two 24 feet pieces of angle iron 

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #17 – NEOLA 

The Board was presented with the following policies for second read:  0144.3, 1130, 3113, 4113, 6110, 

6111, 6112, 6114, 6116, 6320, 6325, 6460, 6550, 7300, 7310, 7450, 8500, and 5840 

Item #18 – Personnel 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the following personnel items: 

1. Recommendations: 

a. Angela Jakes – Temp 4th grade teacher 

b. Speech/Language Pathologist Asst Position, KASEC 

c. Brittnee Ca’they – SLPA, KASEC 

d. Cynthia Long – Asst Principal, WHS 

e. Steven Hoheimer – Educational Diagnostician, KASEC 

f. Kathy Polk – Bus Driver 

g. Michael Hamilton – Liaison Officer 

h. Sean Kirchgessner – Bus Driver 

i. Autumn Smith – Auditorium Director 

j. Haleigh Stipes – Teacher, WPS 

k. Sarah Garber – Fall/Winter Guard 

l. Dan Healton – Full Time Teacher 

m. Thomas Skinner – Temp WALC/Adaptive PE Teacher, WHS 

n. Rebecca Hickey – Speech Language Pathologist, KASEC 

o. Kim Freeman – 7th and 8th Grade Cheerleading 

2. Change in Hours: 

a. Jill Deis, WHS 

3. Maternity Leave: 



a. Kylie Young, WIS 

b. Leslie Guy, WIS 

4. Medical Leave: 

a. Teena McGuire 

5. Resignations: 

a. Heather Dubbels, WHS 

b. Allyson Gordon, WHS 

c. Jacob Turner, Panther Tech 

d. Kaylen Anthony, WSC 

e. Michelle Payne, KASEC 

f. Judey Budenz-Anders, KASEC 

g. Keirstin Veldkamp, WMS 

h. Kelsie Moreno, WMS 

i. Olivia Bright, 7th and 8th Grade Cheerleading 

j. Kay Lazar, MS Tennis 

6. Retirement: 

a. Cathy Newton 

Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #19 – Professional Improvement Requests 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the following professional improvement requests: 

Jacob Turner – Employer/Employee Connection, Indiana’s Focus on Career and Technical Education – 

IUK – May 4, 2016 

Jacob Turner – Hire Technology Focus Group – Fort Wayne –May 9, 2016 

Melissia Grant – Coaching for Beginning Ag Teachers – Clinton Central – April 28, 2016 

Heather Yentes – Instructional Leadership Series – WVEC – June 1-2, Sept 19, Oct 10, Nov 14, Dec 12, 

2016 

Dawn Lytle – Erskine Green Training Institute Information Session – Rensselaer – May 10, 2016 

Tricia McClain – Erskine Green Training Institute Information Session – Rensselaer – May 10, 2016 

Lissa Stranahan – Summer EL Institute – WVEC – June 14, 2016 

Jennifer Bray – Multisensory Techniques – Dyslexia Institute – June 6-9, 2016 

Steve Arthur – Elearning NexGen Conference – Northwestern – June 15-16, 2016 

Suzie Reagle – Director’s Workshop – Indianapolis – July 13, 2016 

Lissa Stranahan – Fall Title III Meeting – WVEC – August 18, 2016 



Suzie Reagle – Special Ed and SBOA/IDOE Workshop – Lebanon – May 26, 2016 

Summer Technology Training and Mathematics Professional Development – Western - August 2-3, 2016  

Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 5-0. 

Item #20 – Board Member Roundtable 

Mr. Wells wished Mrs. Singer well after her surgery.  He also commented on the recent interview 

process for the HS Asst Principal, and how much he appreciated Mrs. Long and welcomed her to 

Western. 

Mr. Kenworthy also welcomed Mrs. Long and asked Dr. Hendrich about signage on campus.  He 

commented on how great both the triathlon and career day were.   He shared that the recent fine arts 

festival was phenomenal as well. 

Mr. Koloszar shared that he had been told that the students who attended the Washington DC trip were 

very polite and behaved excellently.   

Mrs. Shepherd welcomed Mrs. Long to the HS. 

Mr. Maugans also welcomed Mrs. Long and shared some interesting reading material. 

Item #21 – Signing of Documents 

The proper documents were signed. 

Item #22 – Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 


